


The Safeguarding of Europe 


TEAST SA 


IT IS NECESSARY FOR US TO DESTROY BOLSHEVISM 


By ADOLF HITLER, Reichsfuehrer of Germany 
Proclamation issued in Berlin, June 22, 1941 


ERMAN people! National Socialists! Weighted 
G down with heavy cares, condemned to months-long 

silence, the hour has now come when at last I can 
speak frankly. When on September 3, 1939, the German 
Reich received the English declaration of war there was re- 
peated anew a British attempt to render impossible every 
beginning of a consolidation and thereby of Europe’s rise, 
by fighting whatever power on the Continent was strongest 
at any given time. 

That is how of yore England ruined Spain in many wars. 
That is how she conducted her wars against Holland. That 
is how later she fought France with the aid of all Europe 
and that is how at the turn of the century she began the 
encirclement of the then German Reich and in 1914 the 
World War. Only on account of its internal dissension was 
Germany defeated in 1918. The consequences were terrible. 

After hypocritical declarations that the fight was solely 
against the Kaiser and his regime, the annihilation of the 
German Reich began according to plan after the German 
Army had laid down its arms. 

While the prophecies of the French statement, that there 
were 20,000,000 Germans too many—in other words, that 
this number would have to be exterminated by hunger, disease 
or emigration—were apparently being fulfilled to the letter, 
the National Socialist movement began its work of unifying 
the German people and thereby initiating resurgence of the 
Reich. This rise of our people from distress, misery and 
shameful disregard bore all the signs of a purely internal 
renaissance. Britain especially was not in any way affected 
or threatened thereby. 


Cuarcrs Pror RESULTED 


Nevertheless, a new policy of encirclement against Ger- 
many, born as it was of hatred, recommenced immediately. 


Internally and externally there resulted that plot famili 

z liar 
to us all between Jews and democrats, Bolshevists and 
actionaries, with the sole aim of inhibiting the establish a 
of the new German people’s State, and of plunging the Rei 
anew into impotence and misery. 

Apart from us the hatred of this international world con- 
spiracy was directed against those peoples which like our- 
selves were neglected by fortune and were obliged to eam 
their daily bread in the hardest struggle for existence, 

Above all the right of Italy and Japan to share in the 
goods of this world was contested just as much as that of 
Germany and in fact was formally denied. 

The coalition of these nations was, therefore, only an 
act of self-protection in the face of the egoistic world am 
bination of wealth and power threatening them. 

As early as 1936 Prime Minister Churchill, according to 
statements by the American General Wood before a com- 
mittee of the American House of Representatives, declared 
Germany was once again becoming too powerful and must 
therefore be destroyed. 

In the Summer of 1939 the time seemed to have come for 
England to begin to realize its intended annihilation by repe- 
tition of a comprehensive policy of encirclement of Germany. 

The plan of the campaign of lies staged for this purpose 
consisted in declaring that other people were threatened, in 
tricking them with British promises of guarantees and assist- 
ance, and of making them march against Germany just 8 
it did preceding the great war. 


Rerers To Pact Wirra Moscow 


Thus Britain from May to August, 1939, succeeded in 
broadcasting to the world that Lithuania, Estonia, Latvis 
Finland and Bessarabia as well as the Ukraine were being 
directly threatened by Germany. 


A golf Hitler 


number of these States allowed themselves to be mi, 

A, ro accepting the promise of guarantee proffered with 
kd int sertions, thus joining the new encirclement { 
hee “Germany. Under these circumstances I considera 
aat Gisled to assume responsibility before my own cont 
pyel and before the history of the German people nee 
en assuring these countries or their governments of the 
ess of British assertions, but also of setting the strongest 
in the east, by especially solemn declarations, at rest 
ning the limits of our interests. 
comers nal Socialists! At that time you probably all felt 
iş step WaS bitter and difficult for me. Never did the 
iy ople harbor hostile feeling against the peoples of 
erm However, for over ten years Jewish Bolshevist rulers 
hri een endeavoring from Moscow to set not only Germany 
Hd Hi Europe aflame. At no time ever did Germany at- 
bul pt to cart her National Socialist Weltanschauung into 
Lath put on the contrary Jewish Bolshevist rulers in Mos- 
ir ‘unswervingly endeavored to foist their domination upon 
ys and other European peoples, not only by ideological means 
put above all with military force. 

The consequences of the activity of this regime were 
nothing but chaos, misery and starvation in all countries. 
J, on the other hand, have been striving for twenty years 
with a minimum of intervention and without destroying our 
troduction, to arrive at a new Socialist order in Germany 
which not only eliminates unemployment but also permits 
the worker to receive an ever greater share of the fruits 
of his labor. i . 

The success of this policy of economic and social recon- 
struction of our people, which by systematically eliminating 
differences of rank and class, has a true peoples’ community 
fs the final aim of the world. 

It was therefore only with extreme difficulty that I brought 
myself in August, 1939, to send my Foreign Minister to 
Moscow in an endeavor there to oppose the British encir- 
cement policy against Germany. 


Mentions SPECIAL AGREEMENT 


J did this only from a sense of all responsibility toward 
the German people, but above all in the hope after all of 
achieving permanent relief of tension and of being able to 
reduce sacrifices which might otherwise have been demanded 
of us. 

While Germany solemnly affirmed in Moscow that the 
tertitories and countries enumerated—with the exception 
of Lithuania—lay outside all German political interests, a 
special agreement was concluded in case Britain were to 
succeed in inciting Poland actually into war with Germany. 

In this case, too, German claims were subject to limitations 
entirely out of proportion to the achievement of German 
forces, À 
National Socialists! The consequences of this treaty which 

myself desired and which was concluded in the interests 
of the German nation were very severe, particularly for 

ermans living in the countries concerned. 

‘ar more than 500,000 German men and women, all 
small farmers, artisans and workmen were forced to leave 
Š ir former homeland practically overnight in order to €s- 
ape from a new regime which at first threatened them with 
nee misery and sooner or later with complete extermi- 
iv cvertheless, thousands of Germans disappeared. It was 
al Possible ever to determine their fate, let alone their where- 
man's, Among them were no fewer than 160 men of Gere 
to, ptizenship. To all this I remained silent because I ta 

For, after all, it was my one desire to achieve find 
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relief of tension and 
with this State. 
However, already duri: 
- y ng our advance in Pol: 
rulers suddenly, contra: caer AS 
sues Ty to the treaty, also claimed Lithu- 
wae German Reich never had any intention of occupying 
ithuania and not only failed to present any such demand 
to the Lithuanian Government, but on the contrary tdud 
the request of the then Lithuania to send German troops to 
Lithuania for that purpose as inconsistent with the aims of 
German policy. 


» if possible, a permanent settlement 





Says He Mer Sovier Demanp 


Despite all this I complied also with this fresh Russian 
demand. However, this was only the beginning of con- 
tinually renewed extortions which kept on repeating ever 
since. 

Victory in Poland which was won by German troops ex- 
clusively caused me to address yet another peace offer to the 
Western Powers. It was refused owing to efforts of inter- 
national and Jewish warmongers. 

At that time already the reason for such refusal lay in 
the fact that Britain still had hopes of being able to mobilize 
a European coalition against Germany which was to in- 
clude the Balkans and Soviet Russia. 

It was therefore decided in London to send Mr. Cripps 
[Sir Stafford Cripps] as Ambassador to Moscow. He re- 
ceived clear instructions under all circumstances to resume 
relations between the English and Soviet Russia and develop 
them in a pro-British direction. The British press reported 
on the progress of this mission as long as tactical reasons did 
not impose silence. 

In the Autumn of 1939 and Spring of 1940 the first re- 
sults actually made themselves felt. As Russia undertook 
to subjugate by armed force not only Finland but also the 
Baltic States she suddenly motivated this action by the as- 
sertion, as ridiculous as it was false, that she must protect 
these countries from an outside menace or forestall it. 

This could only be meant to apply to Germany, for no 
other power could even gain entrance into the Baltic area, 
let alone go to war there. Still I had to be silent, How- 
ever, those in power in the Kremlin immediately went 
further. 

Whereas in the Spring of 1940 Germany, in accordance 
with the so-called pact of friendship, withdrew her forces 
from the Far Eastern frontier and, in fact, for the most part 
cleared these areas entirely of German troops, a concentra- 
tion of Russian forces at that time was already beginning 
in a measure which could only be regarded as a deliberate 
threat to Germany. : 

According to a statement that Molotoff [Soviet Foreign 
Minister and then Premier Vyacheslaf Molotoff] personally 
made at that time, there were twenty-two Russian divisions 
in the Baltic States alone already in the Spring of 1940. 

Since the Russian Government itself always claimed it was 
called in by the local population, the purpose of their presence 


there could only be a demonstration against Germany. 





Cuarces Soviet MILITARY STEPS 


While our soldiers from May 5, 1940, on had been break- 
ing Franco-British power in the west, Russian military de- 
ployment on our eastern frontier was being continued to a 

ing extent. 
more and more moo T therefore considered it to be in 
the interest of the Reich no longer to permit our eastern 
provinces, which moreover had already been laid waste so 


Vital Speeches of the D 
ay 
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often, to remain unprotected in the face of this tremendous 


concentration of Bolshevist divisions. 

‘Thus there resulted British-Soviet Russia 
intended mainly at the tying up of such powerful forces 
the east that radical conclusion of the war in the west, par- 
ticularly as regards aircraft, could no longer be vouched for 


by the German High Command. i 
This, however, was in line with the objects not only of i 
British’ but also of the Soviet Russian policy, for ri 
England and Soviet Russia intend to let this war go on pr 
as long as possible in order to weaken all Europe and ren 
it progressively more impotent. 
Russia's threatened, tlak on R 
analysis equally intended to gain posses n 
baa not only of Germany's but also of Europe's, ecoe2! 
We or at least destroy it, The Reich, especially sion ast 
sought with unending patience to gain States in Bouie 
Europe as trading partners. We therefore also had the gre 
est interest in their internal constitutional consolidation ane 
organization. Russia’s advance into_ Rumania and Greece's 
tie-up with England. threatened” to turn these regions, too, 


within a short time into 4 general theatre of war. 
Contrary to our principles and customs, and at the urgent 
request of the then Rumanian Government, which was itsel. 
I advised acquiescence to 


responsible for this development, 
the Soviet Russian demands for the sake of peace and the 


cession of Bessarabia. 3 
The Rumanian Government believed, however, that it 


could answer for this before its own people only if Germany 
and Italy in compensation would at least guarantee the in- 
tegrity of what still remained of Rumania. 


Says Four Questions WERE ASKED 


I did so with heavy heart, principally because when the 
German Reich gives a guarantee that means it also abides 
by it. We are neither Englishmen nor Jews. 

I still believe at this late hour to have served the cause 
of peace in that region, albeit by assuming serious personal 
obligation. In order, however, finally to solve these problems 
and achieve clarity concerning the Russian attitude toward 
Germany, as well as under pressure of continually increasing 
mobilization on our Eastern frontier, I invited Mr. Molotoff 
to come to Berlin. 

‘The Soviet Minister for Foreign Affairs then demanded 
Germany's clarification of or agreement to the following 
four questions: 

Point One was Molotoff’s question: 
guarantee for Rumania also directed against 
in case of attack by Soviet Russia or Rumania? 

My answer: The German guarantee is a general one and 
is unconditionally binding upon us. Russia, however, never 
declared to us that she had other interests in Rumania beyond 
Bessarabia. The occupation of Northern Bukovina had al- 
ready been a violation of this assurance. I did not therefore 
think that Russia could now suddenly have more far-reaching 
intentions against Rumania. 

Molotoff’s second question: That Russia again felt men- 
aced by Finland. Russia was determined not to tolerate 
this. Was Germany ready not to give any aid to Finland 
and above all immediately to withdraw German relief troops 
marching through to Kirkenes? 

My answer: Germany continued to have absolutely no 
political interests in Finland. A fresh war by Russia against 
the small Finnish people could not, however, be regarded 
any longer by the German Government as tolerable, all the 
more so as we could never believe Russia to be threatened 
by Finland. Under no circumstances did we want another 
theatre of war to arise in the Baltic. 


n cooperation 
s in 


umania was in the last 
ssion of an important 


Was the German 
Soviet Russia 


Molotoft’s third question: Was Germany pr 
agree that Russia give a guarantee to Bulgaria pac 
Sevict Russian troops to Bulgaria for this purpose Sed 
nection with which he—Molotoff—was prepared. po © 
that the Soviets did not intend on that account, for go Site 
to depose the King? Example, 


Reports QUERY ON DARDANELLES 





My answer: Bulgaria was a sovereign State and 
no Koowledge that Bulgaria had ever asked Soviet p Md 
for any kind of guarantee such as Rumania had reqs 
from Germany, Moreover, I would have to discuss tne ed 
ter with my allies. © Mat. 

Molotoff's fourth question: Soviet Russia required 
passage through the Dardanelles under all circums i 
nd fer her protection also demanded occupation of a m 
ber of important bases on the Dardanelles and R; 
Was Germany in agreement with this or not? 

My answer: Germany was prepared at all times to 

i t f Montreux i Bree 
to alteration of the Statute oi reux in favor of th, 
Black Sea States. Germany was not prepared to agree t 
Russia’s taking possession of bases on the Straits, = 

National Socialists! Here I adopted the only attitude tha 
1 could adopt as the responsible leader of the German Reich 
but also as the representative of European culture and civili 
zation and conscious of my responsibilty. : 
The consequence was to increase in Soviet Russia the ac. 
tivity directed against the Reich, above all, however the 
immediate commencement of undermining the new Rumanian 
State from within and an attempt to remove the Bulgarian 
Government by propaganda. 

With the help of the confused and immature leaders of 
the Rumanian Legion (Iron Guard) a coup d'etat was 
staged in Rumania whose aim was to overthrow Chief of 
State General Antonescu and produce chaos in the country 
so as to remove all legal power of the government and thus 
the precondition for an implement of the German guarantee. 

I nevertheless still believed it best to remain silent. 

Immediately after the failure of this undertaking, renewed 
reinforcement of concentrations of Russian troops on Ger- 
many’s eastern frontier took place. Panzer detachments and 
parachutists were transferred in continually increasing num- 
bers to dangerous proximity to the German frontier. Ger- 
man fighting forces and the German nation know that until 
a few weeks ago not a single tank or mechanized division was 
stationed on our eastern frontier. 


@ num, 
‘osphorus, 


REFERS To YUGOSLAVIA 


If any final proof was required for the coalition mean- 
while formed between England and Soviet Russia despite all 
diversion and camouflage, the Yugoslav conflict provided it. 

While I made every effort to undertake a final attempt to 
pacify the Balkans and in sympathetic cooperation with Il 
Duce invited Yugoslavia to join the Tripartite Pact, England 
and Soviet Russia in a joint conspiracy organized that coup 
d'etat which in one night removed the then government 
which had been ready to come to agreement. 

For we can today inform the German nation that 
Serb Putsch against Germany did not take place merely 
under the British, but primarily under Soviet Russian au” 
pices. As we remained silent on this matter also, the Soviet 
leaders now went still one step further. They not only of 
ganized the Putsch, but a few days later also concluded that 
well-known friendship pact with the Serbs in their will t0 
resist pacification of the Balkans and incite them against 
Germany. 

‘And this was no platonic intention: Moscow demanded 
mobilization of the Serb Army. 


t the 


winston Churchill 
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OOOO EE 


I still believed it better not to speak, 
ince ye TE te Kremlin went still further: The Gov- 
those 1 er the German Reich today possesses documentary 
ernmen! which proves that Russia, in order finally to bring 
evidence to the war, gave her a promise to supply her via 
Serbia vith arms, aircraft, munitions and other war mate- 
Sal against Germany. z 
d this happened almost at the very moment when I 
ane advised Japanese Foreign Minister Matsuoka that 
5 tension with Russia always was in hope, thereby to 
a the cause of peace. . nde 
gA the rapid advance of our incomparable divisions to 
Skoplje as well as the capture of Salonika itself frustrated the 
ims of this Soviet Russian-Anglo-Saxon plot. Officers of 
the Serb air force, however, fled to Russia and were there 
immediately received as allies. 


Decrares “Pian” Was THWARTED 


The victory of the Axis Powers in the Balkans in the 
first instance thwarted the plan to involve Germany this 
Summer in months-long battles in Southeastern Europe while 
meantime steadily completing the alignment of Soviet Rus- 
sian armies and increasing their readiness for war in order, 
finally, together with England and supported by American 
supplies anticipated, to crush the German Reich and Italy. 

Thus Moscow not only broke but miserably betrayed the 
stipulations of our friendly agreement. All this was done 
while the rulers in the Kremlin, exactly as in the case of 
Finland and Rumania, up to the last moment pretended 
peace and friendship and drew up an ostensibly innocent 
dementi. 

Although until now I was forced by circumstances to 
keep silent again and again, the moment has now come when 
to continue as a mere observer would not only be a sin of 
omission but a crime against the German people—yes, even 
against the whole of Europe. 





Today something like 160 Russian divisions are standing 
at our frontiers. For weeks constant violations of this fron- 
tier have taken place, not only affecting us but from far north 
down to Rumania. 

Russian airmen consider it sport nonchalantly to over- 
look these frontiers, presumably to prove to us that they al- 
ready feel themselves masters of these territories, 

During the night of June 17 to June 18 Russian patrols 
again penetrated into the Reich’s territory and could only 
be driven back after prolonged firing. This has brought us 
to the hour when it is necessary for us to take steps against 
this plot devised by the Jewish Anglo-Saxon warmongers 
and equally the Jewish rulers of the Bolshevist center in 
Moscow. 


Texts oF Miuirary DISPOSITIONS 


German people! At this moment a march is taking place 
that, as regards extent, compares with the greatest the world 
hitherto has seen. United with their Finnish comrades, the 
fighters of the victory of Narvik are standing in the North- 
ern Arctic. German divisions commanded by the conqueror 
of Norway, in cooperation with the heroes of Finnish free- 
dom, under their marshal, are protecting Finnish soil. 

Formations of the German Eastern Front extend from 
East Prussia to the Carpathians. German and Rumanian 
soldiers are united under Chief of State Antonescu from the 
banks of the Pruth along the lower reaches of the Danube 
to the shores of the Black Sea. The task of this front, 
therefore, no longer is the protection of single countries, 
but the safeguarding of Europe and thereby the salvation 
of all. 

I therefore decided today again to lay the fate and future 
of the German Reich and our people in the hands of our 
soldiers. 


May God help us especially in this fight! 


